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Book Review
The Salem Witchcraft Trials: A Legal History by Hoffer Charles is a book that explores the topic of Witchcraft in the seventeenth century.  During the late years of the century, a battle that has been in existence for a long time between God and Satan was brought into the courtroom.  In Salem conflict erupted and accusations of witchcraft emerged. This led to the death of 19 people who were hanged on claims that they made pacts with the devil.  Hoffer is familiar with the witchcraft trials that occurred in Salem. He has a brief understanding of the events that took place before the prosecution and the major players in the trial. Therefore, the author sets to examine this episode in the American History providing legal details in a perspective that is correct and analytic. 
Hoffer has a theoretical orientation to his book. In the introduction, he suggests that the best work that history researchers can do for their readers is to cover all the aspects of human choice in their account of crucial events in history (Hoffer 3). In the book, the author goes ahead to demonstrate how the beliefs and morals of the ancient Massachusetts affected the trial process. This is shown in the actions of those who participated in the trials. To support his arguments, he tries to evade the mono-causal claims of the other historians (causes like property disputes, ergot poisoning, superstitions, and misogyny). He avoids these hypotheses by putting more emphasis on the roles that were played by people in building the fright and subsequent trials, convictions, and executions. The ability of Hoffer to prove his suggestions by examining how the public, the accused, the accusers, and the judges carried out their roles is the utmost strength of the book. 
The work of Hoffer provides readers with a clear impression of the events that took place in Salem town and village. Therefore, it should be used as a reference material by the students studying American colonial history. It can help them to understand the major participants, the cultural background of the prosecutions, the charges, and the sequence of events that resulted in the trials. The book provides a summary of the social and religious composition of the village in 1962. Also, the events that took place are placed accurately into a single logical context. The book emphasizes the role that was played by the accuser and the role of the strange of Reverend and Tituba and the effects of these strange people from Barbados trial. Hoffer presents the readers with an open psychosocial analysis of all the key players. From this analysis, the actions of the participants are visible in the framework gender relationships, practices of upbringing children, Native American attack, and fear of death due to natural events. Offering such kind of analysis educates the readers about the social set up of the ancient America. Therefore, the ability of Hoffer to give a detailed analysis of the events that took place in Salem is admirable. 
The book also examines the lifestyle at the time of these crises which occurred during the New England History. According to the evidence he provides in his book, and that found in other books that provide an account of the happenings at the time, the New England History was a tough time.  People experienced major challenges which included disease, severe weather, and Indian wars among other difficulties (Hoffer 9).  These challenges provided a good breeding ground for accusations of witchcraft that occurred in Salem. These claims made by the author can be supported by the argument concerning the nature of human beings.  Since the people at the time were facing major difficulties, they believed in the existence of external forces that contributed to the hard times.  They could therefore easily blame their problems on witchcraft which provided a perfect breeding ground for the accusation. Therefore, the challenges being faced by the people were major contributors to the Salem witchcraft trials. 
The author provides one of the best explanations for an event in history that has challenged Historians in the past. He provides a narrative that is captivating in addition to explanations that are satisfying based on the modern education methods. In the book, the author examines every aspect if the Salem trials. He gives a detailed account of every aspect that is relevant to the event. For instance, he provides a detailed account of the accusations of the grand jury and the investigations conducted before the respondents were accused. Hoffer ensures the events in the book are well understood by the audiences. 
He makes an effective comparison of the laws in the past and those that exist today. For instance, the author provides the audience with evidence of the importance of some of the rights that are in existence today which were absent in the past (Hoffer 37). The rules of evidence and the defendants’ right to counsel were not in existence in the colonial times.  The lack of these rights led to the incarceration of innocent people without sufficient evidence to support the claims made by the defendants. Additionally, he relates the cases of the Salem witchcraft trials to the instances that currently exist; where children accuse adults of abuse.
However, Hoffer’s work does not balance. First, the characteristics in the book speak independently without being intervened by the historians. This denies the reader the chance to assess motives. Students who form the largest number of leaders do not learn to identify who might be misleading, overstating, or lying. Second, even though Hoffer is sensitive to the issue of injustices in the trial, he does not detail the fact that the past events are meant to teach lessons since they violated their moral values. Therefore, Hoffer should have given a balance to this book to make it more meaningful. Instead of analyzing the chronological events and players in the trial, he should have engaged the characteristics to understand their behavior. 
Overall, Hoffer writes with rationality and vividness in addition to a rare compassion. He ensures the characters in the book are comprehensible to the audience. He uses his familiarity with the Salem Witchcraft trails to give an account that is real and true. He gives an account of the interplay of religious beliefs, superstitions and disputes within clans which then led the creation of an epidemic of accusations. The Anglo-American law and customs were also major contributors to the accusations that arose. The allegations then led to the investigation of over two hundred colonists leading to the trial and detention of many. However, the book not has a balance since Hoffer does not intervene in the actions taken by the players in the trail. This affects the ability of readers to learn how to identify the wrongdoers. 
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